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ﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬂ" THE QLES WAS OLP
WHEN DR SN WAS BORN, ANDC 28
THEIR ANOWLEASE WAS VAST: .

_ | _ OBABLY FOR TH|S REASON THE STARSHIF
e - OF HRNATH-KEM TOHR WOLP L OOK
. X ' LY AND PRIMITIVE TO HUMAN EYES ++

.....

.........

VP AT VELOC/TIES MUCH IV
EXCESS OF LIGHT-SFEEER. AVP
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[P/ REMEMBERT, AS THE SHIP
V! 2L LNGES THROU/GH THE EMPTINESS -+
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o PEATH-AGONY OF KIS RACE,
e THE SWEET TASTE OF TO7AL
3 - CENOCIPE -+;

T

.........

) PP nre .
"POWER BENEATH HIM AS HIS SHIP
RAINEP PESTRICTION ACROSS THE
WORLPS OF THE QLEE 1+

TOOVILE 70 BE FRINTED
EVEN IN KIS OWN LOST
TONGUE -
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HR'NATH:KEM- TONR,
HEAR ME{ THISIS AIRST
FEPERATION VESSEL.
"\ LANGSVEL! WE VEMAND
N\ YOUR IMMEDIATE
D\ SURRENPER::
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/73 MUYLL /ENTIFIES IT AS A
SHIP OF THIE FIRST FEPERATION,
OF WHICH THE QLEF WORLPS
WERE FOUNPING MEMBERS **
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WOICE HAS IPENTIFIEP
/SATS THAT EVEN HR'NATH-KEM -

WMAS A FELTAE ANP
KEPI-TONR TOWR MUST RUN NEARLY POUBLER

A FEL'TAP /S
FOUNP BY CLUSTOM TO
TAKE H/SCRPTIVES
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TR SLIPS F; HIS
ORASH U NP S,

PESCENDS INTO THE COMPLEX JONTS FROTEST THE
BOWELS OF S SHIFP ' ARACCUS TOPTER STRAN 1+
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\ [S)ROBABLY (T WAS THE
P HOMEWORLD CAPITOL , 8UT

WE CAN NEVER o
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ATRON MIGHT LOGICALLY SEND
A CREW OF MADMEN/
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HURTLES AWAY,
TIRALING DISSIPATING VAPORS /48
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| mum MAN, ZECAN THE
LONG CLINE 70 THE ETARS....

ety Sree W Nel ARm. Al
STRONG SE7 FOOTON THE MOON+ fii

KOEWIG TO

MOONBAGE ALPHA.
PO YOU copPyY?

MAWN MISSION,
THIS IS KOENIG 1N
EAGLE TWe PO

“YOu REAP?
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MAIN MISSION TO
EAGLE TWO. PALLL
MORROW RECENVING
YOU, COMMANDER,
PROFTESSOR BERG-
MAN IS STANPING
BY WITH ME.

HELLD, OOHN/
YOU'RE COMING \N
LOUD AND CLEAR.
NO INTERFERENCE
FROMTHE PWARF
STAR AT THIS
mtq

FRAIP NOT, VICTOR.
LOOKS LIKE THIS WAS

WOK OR
FIRST FEPERATION
WORLP. IT'S BEEN
PRETTY THOROLGH:
LY PEVASTATEV,

POESI'T LOOK LIKE
WE CAN EXPECT MUCH
SUCCESS WITH OUR
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NOTHING TO WRITE HOME
ABOUT, POCTOR. THIS PLANET
HAS BEEN SUBJECTER TO THE
SAME KINV OF CONCENTRATEY
BARRAGE WE FOUNP ON THE
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THEY ALL LOOK LIKE
THE MOON -

1472 FIND SOME PATA |
NT SUGGESTS LIFE MAYBE |
RE-EVOLYING N THE SEAS,
THAT MIGHT BE WISHFLIL
THINKING ON MY PART .




MAIN COMPUTER
IS STANPING BY,

ASSESS ALL DATA AS SOON
AS YOU BEGIN TRANS:
MITTING IT. -

GOOD, CHANO, WE'LL
JUST COMPLETE THIS FINAL
ORBIT, BEFORE RETURNING
YO ALPHA. YOI CAN EX:
PECT OUR FIRST TRANS:
MIES! AS SOON PSS WE
CLEAR THE PWARF'S

ANP START CO- Lootaa U R el Y 2/ MAL. THE MORE Y
RELATING THE WAW <. . S S g e T/ | PATA WE HANE PRO: |
PATA, COM- L 4 , o S o CESSEP THIS

AS SOME TIME WHEN
'WE'RE THROUGH THE

PRAW, MAL. WE CAN'T
HAVE EXCITEMENT
AlZ THE TIME -




COMMANPER, WE'RE
ENCOUNTERING SOME
VARIANCE . CAN YOu

BOOST YOUR S\GNAL?
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BEGIN PATA-FEEV
BY THEN..,

T'LL RE-ESTABLISH
CONTACT | FTY
SEVEN MINUTES...

MAL, MY MASS INVACATOR

1S PICKING LIP A BOPY

/| VARALLELING LS. SPACE
IPISPLACEMENTIS SMALL,
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HFE.{IS AR
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- SHORT BURSTS, MOVING'
SLOWLY e+ +

Mﬂ /ST
/5 NOWHERE 7D BE SEEN,
NO POLUEBT VAFORIZEP ALONG
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(Y HS LUK, BUTSOMEHOW THE / =
STRONGEST £X, NVEBHE /fo i v

o i
] ’ \
. [
[
; / | #,
) e S e : et ;
;
r 2 x5 e ’ S o i
: ; : 3 : ! 3
: } ) ; e
o " (e o =F, i iy . L)
i’ e o R A i, ; % , ¥
R e e T S R 3 ' - A
s e R e e i P e Y
e e g by A e, n Casl . y
e e e e
- 1 i - g
] - . ] 4
" o [ 8
E I.. 1
'|I g el -

......

| Y2 /No THIS CLOSE TD A STAR, /!
=y THEY WilL BE BARELY, '
ENCUGCH TO POWER THE J
EACLE'S ATTITUPE JETS ... j § I

[ PROBABLY THEY PI2 IT

TO KEEP FIRST FEPERATION
PLANETS FROM CALLING
FOR HELP WHEN THE WOK
FLEETS ATTACKED
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KEFLY /S
W/ SUAL STATIC
CW A4/S Cammg «
SCREENS.

WERE CLEVER
~ ALRIGHT,

-

THE JAMMING EFFECT
. _HAS COLLAPSEP CONS\D:
> ERABLY IN THE MILLION-OPP
YEARS SINCE, BUTIT'S
STILL POING TS 0B '
= PREVENTING ME FROM
"L CALLING FOR HELF/

DIPNT EXPECT| (o
iITTO WORK, THEY WERE
REALLY. T'M ABLE TO ALTE
STAR'S ELECTRO-
MAGNETIC FIELDS,

CREATING THIS
AMMING

EFFECT .

IN FACT, MOONBASE Wit \ ' = A\ '—-‘-‘»- R
WON'T EVEN KNOW WERE Ji A RN | W ‘&‘TA\\’
1, ] T,E'DHBLE; YET. _ : - S "'1_.:‘7'? . HA\N~

CLEAR OF THE INTER:
FERENCE, EVEN UNPER
FOWER, T -




COME WITHIN INCHES
l‘.'JF OBLIVION, BUT/~ /

\F THE EHG'IHEG ®,

INTERFERENCE w ARE STILL FUNCTION:
ISK'T 7247 BAP- 8 AL, T MAY BE ABLETO
1 SHOULY BE AT CLOSE RANGE 9@ COUPLE LIP TO THAT
ABLE TO GET THAT COULD NG

| RESOLUTION...

% ENTS M?II’ THE SEFARATEP
CONTROL MOPULE ARCS THROUGH /.
SFACE mm WEME’S s

BETTER NOT RISK
MECHANICAL SEPAR -

R ot

FIRST THINGS
FIRST, THOLGH.
L

I CAN'T GET
OVER WITH THE

/8 A TRICKY, PANGCEROUS
COURSE , 7HE W TERVENING
SPACE /S A JUNKYARP OF
LACLE DEBRYS
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BRIT TN KOFEAG 78 AN EXPERT
S D107 ANPARRIVES &7 WIS
QAL WITHOLT MISHAP. .
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COULP 1 FFIE"IJA\L;
LFON YOU TQ GET ME

A HELMET FKOMTHE

F

BT TLLGET A BETTE EMERGENCY LOCKER? J
CAN . I'M ALMOST
__aC INTERNAL SYSTEMS T -\\)y OLIT OF AIR 1N
SIS CIVE ME A READ-OUIT/ I\ ¢ HERE /
= | | THANKS, SIR. \
BUT WHAT
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. OENIGC #MAS O CAILE THEN,
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REMINP METO HAVE

£ CHAT WITH BERGMAN,
(OMMANPER. THEGE
SURVIVAL SYSTEMS
LEAVE SOMETHING -
TO BE. PESIRED, WHEN THE »+

L™

ANFORTUNATELY, THE
0L LOVE-CHILD WHO PESIGNEP ¥
“HIS LNIT NEVER CONSIPEREP
'THE BREAK MIGHT EXPOSE THE
SEALS TO IRECT SOLAR HEAT.
THE PLASTIC MELTEP, ANPCUT i
ME OFF FROM THE EMERGENCY
LOOKER «-» ANPTHE HELMETS/ 4
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BTV AARLY HALF AN WAUR THE TWO MEN .. BUIT THEN,, You

¥ LLOAT I THE EERUE SILENCE, STUPYING THE WOLILDN'T HAVE TO, AS
CONTROL LEAPS AS THEY SNAKE THROUGH WEP NOT BE N THIS
T SREMNANT OF EAGLE TWO. MESS, EH, SIR?

: WELL - IT'S BEEN §
NICE KNOWING YOI,
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(T'S NO GOOV,
MAL, THE SET-LIP
IS FUSEV BE-
YONV WOFE...

¥ I COULY REPAR
[ (T ENOUGH FOR A LINW:
UP IF WE WERE INTHE
MAINTENANCE POOn
ON ALPHA, BUTor

QUICK TO SOUND THE

TRUMP OF POOM, MAL,

THERE'S ONE OTHER
TRICK WE CAN




ﬂfﬁWWE‘F SEVERER
KON/ MANELVERS THE
USELESS BELL-HOUSING OUT
OF 7HE YINE OF FIRE %

SVl ar TRICKY
/ ENOLIGH, WITHOUT
mm{‘;ﬂ‘ ie i

ALRIGHT, MAL,
THAT'S ALL WE
CAN PO ~EXCEPT

«+ANP GET TH
HECK OUT OF THE
WAY, S\IRY/

STANY BY/
ALPHA SKROLULVD BE
NOTICING WE'RE
WERFHE HW- L
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E;JEHH THE s;nﬁjisnmﬁﬁ dnnhy - "
FERENCE TO CONT , . S A
THEY'LL BE DEPENDING ON .. 0 .. |T SHOULD

VISUAL SIGHTING IN THEIR

" | BE LIKE SENPING
SEARCH FOR UG« i
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COULY IT 1 SINCERELY HOVE
B EAGLE'M:J NOT, HELENA., LOOX AT
- \_THE RATE OF SPIN/

IF THAT'S A MALFUNCTION:
ING EAGLE, THE CREW WORIILP
BE SPLATTEREPALL OVER
THE INTERIOR LIKE TOQOTH.

PASTE  BUT IT coyLp

BE SOMETHING ELSE s+»




BERGMAN TO P ol * TMTO BACK- TRACK
RESCUE EAGLE - o THAT CRAZY PINWHEEL,
ﬁm UNPER: : LOOKING FOR A
STANS WHATYOu Ly B \WRECKED EAGLE -

_—-ﬂ_.. "'_I__

: AN HOUR MF MW}’WM
4 Mﬁw.rs LATER

THE INFORMATION X
SENT FROM OUR
EA-GLE'S PATALOGY |

"YES. ANP IF YOWRE
WORRIED ABOLIT ANGTHER
mcl‘(, YOU CAN RELAX .

THE WEAVON You
RAN INTO WAS LOCKEP
IN A TIME- RETARVER
F'IELP Ty

VICTOR , YOU'LL ¥
FORGIVE MEIF T

PAMAGE. IT WAS FRGEHBLY PLAINING ABWT
A MILLION YEARS OLD — A THE MONOTONY.
LAST RELIC OF THE WARS




Captain Alan Carter maneuvered Eagle | over the
arid terrain of this sere, brown planet. A tiny, silvery
speck was visible in the vast dome of space. It was
Earth’s runaway moon to which Eagle | would return
after investigating the planet which Commander
Koenig had hoped would be capable of supporting
human life.

“Look, Commander!”’ Captain Carter said, “'That's
the ruin of a great city. And those vast depressions look
as though they might have once been great seas.”

Commander Koenig stared at the television screen.
“The lens was on zoom and he could plainly see other
cities built on what had once been the shores of large
bodies of water.

“"Our spectroscope indicates an atmosphere coms
posed chiefly of methane, nitrogen, and carbon gasses
if oxygen ever did exist here, it has been deplated or
destroyed. There are no indications of life.”

Commander Koenig had transmitted this in-
formation te Professor Victor Bergman in Moonbase
Alpha. “Very well, John,"’ Professor Bargman replied,
“Are you returning now?”’

Koenig peered into the television screen, momen:
tarily undecided.

“We've still got a few hours before you begin to
draw out of range, Victor,”” Moonbase Alpha’s com-
mander answered, “We’ll land and try to determine
exactly what happened here.”



Captain Alan Carter guided Eagle | lower, crossing
the largest city below, then coming back. John Keenig
vow what appeared to be level, clear space near the
tenter of the ruined city and the space pilot landed the
shuttle gently. Around them there was a dismal gray
jumble of shattered burned - looking structures.
Suddenly, Koenig grunted.

“Look, Alan!" he exclaimed. "There are skeletal
‘temains in the streets. I'm going to investigate.”

Carter saw the bones and they worried him. Do
you think it's wise, Commander? There may be
radiation fall-out or...

“There isn’t, Alan. Our sensors would have detected
tinything like that.” Captain Carter said no more as
John Koenig swiftly donned the silvery suit which
would protect him from contamination outside. He
tonned the fransparent bubble helmet, checked his
oxygen supply, spoke to Captain Carter with the radio
tind then moved to the air-leck through which he could
safely exit.

As the air was released, the atmosphere of this
sirange planet flooded the exit peri. Commander
Koenig climbed down to the surface, noting the
gravity which was not as great as Earth's had been but
which was abeut twice that of the lunar surface.

He switched on the built-in camera which would
photograph the environment every five seconds. It
would be valvable for analysis later, Commander
Keenig walked to the first skeletal figure lying on the
hard, gray surface. It looked like a kind of strest paving
Ksenig had never seen before. And the skeleton was
unlike any living thing the man from Earth had ever
1een. Koenig reached out and turned the roundish por-
tion which had apparently been the head. At his
tduch, it crumpled to ash. He realized he couldn’t bring

a complete skeleton back te Alpha.

After thirty minutes, Cuptmn Carter's voice sounded
in his ears.

“Time to return, Commander,’” Carter reported.
"'Our base will pass out of range in another hour.”’

In the air-lock, Keenig removed the disposable suit
ke had worn, careful not to touch nnﬂhmg on which
ewst or debris might have settled. Divested of this
opter covering, Koenig pushed the ‘open’ button and
gteppad back into Eagle 1. Then, he re-opened the exit
port doars and ejected the contaminated items he had

- 'w".

used. The interior of the air-lock was then flushed and
irradiated with gamma rays. Both John Koenig and
Eagle 1 were uncontaminated.

Or so Commander Koenig thought. Back at Moon-
base Alpha, Alan Carter and John Koenig were ad-

“mitted to a van which shuttled them te Dr. Heleno

Russell’s dom@in, Moonbase Alpha’s hespital.

- Through glass ports in the van, Dr. Russell studied
both men. They showed nothing until infrared light
had bathed both figures. Then, Commander Koenig's
right hand imlﬂld a whitish glow.

"'Oh, no,"” Helena Russell breathed. 'Some life form
exists on his skin."”

Technicians examined John Koenig's skin through
the perts. Helena Russell analyzed, fed figures into o
computer, and she returned fiftesn minutes later.
Nozzles were attached to fixtures on all sides of the
sealed van. Then, at a signal from the beautiful
physician, both men were bathed in a fine spray that
lasted sixty seconds while both men shut their eyes
tightly and did not breathe. Then, a rinsing spray was
employed. Now, when the infrared lights bathed the
men, there was no contamination. Dr. Russell signaled
a technician and the van was opened.

Koenig emerged and looked at Dr. Russell. “*What
was it, Helena?"’

“A fungus, John. It was spreading rapidly until the
fungicide we used destroyed it. If we hadn't caught it
in time, Moonbase Alpha would’ve been wiped out.”

John Koenig.nodded. Another deadly peril of
unknown space had bean dealt with but I‘hlru would
be more. He sighed. Would they ever find the hame
every inhabitant of the runaway moon prayed for
nighl and day?




